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Maintenance Master Chief James M. Hernandez, USN 
Men in Black, U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron, Blue Angels

Master Chief Avionics Technician (AW/SW) James (Freddie)
Hernandez is a native of Norwalk, California. He enlisted in the
U.S. Navy in June 1994, where he completed basic training and
Airman Apprenticeship training at Recruit Training Command,
Great Lakes, Illinois.

James then reported to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 22 at
Naval Air Station (NAS) Lemoore, California, as an Airman
working on the F/A-18C Hornet. He reported to Fleet Readiness
Squadron, VFA-125, NAS Lemoore, in 1998, where he served
as an Aviation Electrician’s Mate Collateral Duty Inspector on F/A-18A-D Hornets.

In 2000, James reported to VFA-25, where he was Leading Petty Officer of the Aviation
Electrician and Troubleshooters Branch, completing two Western Pacific and 5th Fleet
deployments, supporting Operations Enduring Freedom, Southern Watch, Iraqi Freedom
and Maritime Intercept Operations on board USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72).

In 2004, James reported to the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit at NAS
Lemoore, and served as a Master Training Specialist instructing the F/A-18E/F Super
Hornet Organizational Electrical Systems Maintenance Course.

In 2008, James reported to VFA-41 Lemoore, California, where he advanced to Chief
Petty Officer, where upon he then transferred to Carrier Air Wing (CAG) 9 in 2011, where
he served as the CAG Flight Deck Coordinator on board USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74),
and advanced to Senior Chief Petty Officer.

James next reported to Commander, Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Detachment (CSFWPD)
at NAS Fallon, Nevada, in 2014, and served as Quality Assurance Officer, Maintenance
Senior Chief Petty Officer and Maintenance Material Control Officer in support of eight
Strike Fighter Tactics Instructor “TOPGUN” Courses.

In 2017, James was advanced to Master Chief Petty Officer while assigned to VFA-103 at
NAS Oceana, Virginia, where he completed a 5th Fleet deployment embarked on USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72).
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James is a graduate of the U.S. Navy Senior Enlisted Academy in Newport, Rhode Island.
He holds an Aerospace Maintenance Technician Certification with SpaceTec, Cape
Canaveral, Florida and a Federal Communications Commission License with radar
endorsement.

James joined the Blue Angels in October 2019. His personal awards include four Navy
and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, five Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medals, and various unit and campaign awards.

Our Adopted Ship USS FITZGERALD (DDG-62) Returns to Sea 

NAVSEA Public Affairs: The guided-missile destroyer USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62) is
underway to conduct comprehensive at-sea testing, marking a significant step in her
return to warfighting readiness following shipyard repairs in Pascagoula, Missisippi.

The ship departed Huntington Ingalls Industries-Ingalls Shipbuilding's Pascagoula
shipyard at approximately 6:30 a.m. (CDT) to conduct a series of demonstrations to
evaluate that the ship's onboard systems meet or exceed Navy performance
specifications. Among the systems that will be tested are navigation, damage control,
mechanical and electrical systems, combat systems, communications, and propulsion. 

The underway reflects nearly two years' worth of effort in restoring and modernizing one of
the Navy's most capable warships after it was damaged during a collision in 2017 that
claimed the lives of seven Sailors.

"Since we launched the ship this past April our efforts have focused on restoring ship
systems, conducting pier side tests and readying the ship for sea," said Rear Adm. Tom
Anderson, NAVSEA director Surface Ship Maintenance and Modernization and
commander, Navy Regional Maintenance Center. "The government and industry team has
been working hand-in-hand on this exceptionally complex effort, with a common purpose
of returning Fitzgerald to sea and ultimately back to the Fleet."

Upon Fitzgerald's return to the shipyard, crew training and certifications will commence as
final work items are completed in support of the ship's sail away later this spring. 

"We are excited to take the next step to get Fitzgerald back out to sea where the ship
belongs. My crew is looking forward to moving onboard the ship and continuing our



training to ensure we are ready to return to the fleet," said Cmdr. Scott Wilbur, Fitzgerald's
commanding officer. 

After receiving its full complement of basic and advanced phased training, as well as crew
and ship certifications, the USS Fitzgerald will return to the Fleet mission-ready with the
improved capability and lethality required to successfully support high-end operations. 

Join Us | Largest Maritime Expo in the U.S.

Navy League's Sea-Air-Space Expo brings the

U.S. defense industry and key military

decision-makers together for three days of

informative educational sessions, important

policy discussions and a dynamic exhibit hall

floor.

​April 6-8, 2020

Gaylord National Resort & Conference Center

National Harbor Maryland

REGISTER NOW

Desert Outing Registration is CLOSED.

Watch our Facebook page for event photos.

Teddy Pride, 71st Anniversary Celebration...and Blue Angels!

https://seaairspace.org/?__hstc=192921781.fa8359876f98db1825a2a8b051d9f32d.1582650435273.1582650435273.1582650435273.1&__hssc=192921781.4.1582650435274&__hsfp=493630845
https://www.facebook.com/Imperial-Valley-Navy-League-188328177914751/timeline/


We celebrated the 71st
anniversary of our charter with a
cake cutting with the a few of
our adopted commands (L-R):
Captain Derrick Kingsley,
Commanding Officer of Naval
Air Facility El Centro, Uriah
Crieglow aka "Teddy
Roosevelt", Ted Gallinat,
President, Imperial Valley
Council, Commander Brian
Kesselring, Flight Leader, U.S.
Navy Blue Angels, and Major
Joshua Woods, Maintenance Officer, VMA-214.

"President" Theodore Roosevelt aka 10-year old Uriah
Crieglow of El Centro showed us his 'Teddy Pride' by leading
the Pledge of Allegiance and reciting a famous quote where
the President inspire the American people to support our sea
services.

Uriah recently selected President Theodore Roosevelt for a
U.S. History project at school. We learned about it, and invited
Uriah to give our pledge at the February dinner.

Uriah was pretty impressed with our T-Bone steak.

Speaking of impressive T-bone steaks...

There has been a long-running T-bone
challenge with our Blue Angels flight
team members. Consuming two of our
super-sized T-bones hasn't been a
problem, but eating three? Yeahhhhh,
that's been tried with mission failure...until
now. Right-Wing Blue Angel #2,
Lieutenant Commander James Haley not
only accepted the three T-Bone
challenge, but triumphed victoriously! He
is Legend, and our hats are off to him. We
saw the "meat sweats" as he slowed that
train down for the last savory bite.
Congrats "Rocket" for completing the
challenge! With three down, the only question is, which Blue Angel will be up for four T-
Bones?



'Show us Your Teddy Pride' Contest

Want to have a little fun while representing our council?

Enter into our Show Us Your Teddy Pride contest by sending
in our council's efforts to keep this rough rider and Navy
League founding father at the forefront of your fun! Whether
its dressing up as the man himself, honoring him with an
event or any idea in between, we will be judging all council's
efforts to celebrate Teddy Roosevelt.

Our winner will have a registration to the 2020 National
Convention comped!

Entries are all due by May 4. For more information, visit the national webpage.
https://www.navyleague.org/news/show-your-teddy-pride

Voice to Congress | Legislative Action - Navy Budget Relief

We're on a mission, and we need your voice to help strengthen ours in a call for action to
demand Congress increase the Department of Navy Budget.

The Navy League is strongly urging Congress to provide topline relief for the Department
of the Navy in the fiscal year (FY) 2021 presidential budget request, which currently
stands as a decrease of $2.9 billion from FY 2020.

The Navy-Marine Corps team needs topline relief to support ever-growing maritime
demands in an era of Great Power Competition. A small percentage increase could help
the entire force stay more relevant to our current strategic needs, particularly in the
primarily maritime Pacific theater, as well as the Atlantic.

Read our press release, and sign our Voice to Congress petition, go to

https://www.navyleague.org/news/show-your-teddy-pride
https://www.navyleague.org/news/show-your-teddy-pride?srctid=1&erid=4404253&trid=38178b0f-860b-4855-93f1-8b192c556c8a
https://www.navyleague.org/file/news/Navy-League-Urges-Congress-to-Boost-Navy-Funding-in-2021-Budget-Request.pdf


https://www.votervoice.net/NavyLeague/campaigns/71516/respond.

President's Message

71 Years and Counting!
They say that your 70's are the
new 50's -- do we look 71 years
old? We certainly don't feel it! In
fact, with your membership and
participation, we think we're
stronger and in better shape
than we've ever been.

We look forward to having you
come alongside as we enjoy the
next year of supporting the men
and women of our adopted commands.

Unusual Sightings
We're expecting some unusual sights this week over our Imperial Valley skies. Unusual in
a good way.

We have learned, and you may have read
in local news, that not only are our skies
graced with those sleek Blue and Gold Blue
Angels F/A-18 Hornets, but also some Red,
White and Blue F/16 Fighting Falcons,
painted up just like a United States Air
Force Thunderbird -- Yes, that's them.

The Thunderbirds will be joining the Blue
Angels for a few days this week for some
rare time together to exchange information
-- and if you look up, you may see those
Falcons flying formation overhead. Grab
your camera, and show us your best shot!

Share them with us on Facebook!
(Photo courtesy of U.S. Navy Blue Angels Facebook page)

Men in Black
The Blue Angels Enlisted leadership wear all-black uniforms -- hence their name "Men in
Black" or "MIBs" for short.

We are honored to invite and host all 16 members of the Blue Angels Chief Mess to our T-
Bone dinner next week. They provide the leadership to the fine Sailors and Marines who
make up team Blue Angel.

I look forward to having you join us, and to meet the MIBs -- so come on out and show
your personal support to them.

https://www.navyleague.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.votervoice.net%2fNavyLeague%2fcampaigns%2f71516%2frespond.&srcid=59096&srctid=1&erid=4404253&trid=38178b0f-860b-4855-93f1-8b192c556c8a


Until next Tuesday...
Ted

Ted Gallinat, President
Imperial Valley Council
Navy League of the U.S.
www.ivnavyleague.org
ivnavyleague@yahoo.com

Upcoming T-Bone Dinners and Events

Mar 3 | Navy League Dinner | Blue Angels MIB Night
6:30 PM
Meet the Blue Angels Men in Black!

Apr 7 | Navy League Dinner
6:30 PM

May 5 | Navy League Dinner
6:30 PM

Jun 2 | Navy League Dinner
6:30 PM

 ​

Looking for Something To Do?

Mar 13 | NAF El Centro Food Festival
Gates open at 5:30 PM | Starts at 6:00 PM

Mar 14 | NAF El Centro Airshow
Gates open 8:00 AM

NAFEC Security Access | Don't have yours? Bringing a Guest?

If you haven't done so, NAF El Centro's Base Security Office
is standing by to help process your application for your
DBIDS access card which will authorize you to to drive your
vehicle on base for Navy League events.

To apply for your card, download and submit your
application with this information:

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
Download SECNAV 5512 form
Steps to submit SECNAV 5512 form

QUESTIONS?
Call: (760) 339-2524
Email: W_ELCN_BASE_ACCESS_GS@navy.mil

http://www.ivnavyleague.org/
mailto:ivnavyleague@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/Imperial-Valley-Navy-League-188328177914751/
https://www.ivnavyleague.org/copy-of-events-1
http://files.constantcontact.com/d4eba8a8501/23c0518d-8ee1-455c-ba3b-f584e06c976a.pdf
mailto:W_ELCN_BASE_ACCESS_GS@navy.mil


Steps to receive DBIDS card

NAFEC OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch 11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Pass Office is closed on holidays and weekends

NO CARD? NEW MEMBER? BRINGING A GUEST?
No problem! Let us know in advance and we'll make arrangements to sponsor you, or your
guest on Base for the evening, and begin the paperwork for future visits.

We're a phone call away. Call us at (760) 791-7345.

DOD ID Holders are exempt from this policy.

Besides being a part of a great organization that serves others.
You receive benefits too!

Become A Member

Our Supported Units

Sailor Award Sponsors

We Need Sailor Sponsors!
Become one today

USCGC PETREL
VMA-214

https://www.navyleague.org/member-resources/member-benefits
https://www.navyleague.org/member-resources/member-benefits
https://www.navyleague.org/join-us/individual-membership


Strike Fighter Wing Pacific Maintenance Unit
Weapons Detachment El Centro

Table Sponsors

PREMIER TOWING
CASTILLO CONSTRUCTION

THE DAHM TEAM REAL ESTATE CO
USAA

BRANDT BEEF - The True Natural

Become a Sponsor today!
Contact us to find how you can support our programs

Website |  Contact Us

The Official Publication of the Navy League
In print since 1902, Seapower provides Navy League members, sea service
chiefs and members of Congress with the most relevant news affecting the

U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-flag Merchant Marine.

Navy League of the United States
Imperial Valley Council

PO Box 3834, El Centro, CA 92244
(760) 791-7345 

www.ivnavyleague.org

http://www.premier-towing.com/
http://www.castilloconstruction.com/
http://thedahmteam.com/
https://www.usaa.com/inet/ent_logon/Logon?redirectjsp=true
http://brandtbeef.com/
https://www.ivnavyleague.org/
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